


Bumped off at the BBQ – Playing the Game 
 

Welcome and thank you for taking part in what is sure to be an exciting and memorable party, a Murder 

Mystery Party!  This introduction will help explain the way the game will work.  If you have any questions, 

please ask whoever is hosting your party.  The game relies on how much you get involved, improvise and play 

your character.  Each character has a different personality so do not be embarrassed to act out your character, 

the more you do, the more fun you will have.   
 

As you arrive, you will be given £200 in fake money to use during the game.  You can get into character at 

this point but do not reveal anything from this character pack.  Once everyone has arrived, the host will call 

everyone together and place 10 slips of folded paper in the centre of the group.  One of these slips will be 

selected at random and on it will have “? Murders ?”.  The ? will be replaced by numbers which correspond to 

the “Secret Number” found on the next page of this pack.  So if the slip of paper says “5 Murders 7”, it means 

whoever has secret number 5 will be the murderer and whoever has secret number 7 will be the victim.  If 

your number is not on the slip of paper selected, you are innocent of the crime.  If you are the Victim you still 

get a chance to solve the murder, you just switch characters and come back as a police detective!  
 

To start the main part of the game, the host will ask each guest to introduce themselves to the rest of the 

group, using your “Character Introduction”.  You will then mingle with each other whilst having a drink and 

something to eat and read out your conversation starters.  You should treat the conversation starters as their 

name suggests and use them to start a conversation with a small group of guests.  You should not read them 

out in front of everyone at once, but everyone should hear your conversation starters at some point.  It is up 

to guests to involve themselves in other people’s conversations.  Do not be afraid to eavesdrop as you may 

pick up on valuable information!  When mingling, you should use the entire venue so that you are not all in 

one room when statements are being given out.  Remember that your characters personality should be 

adhered to at all times and act appropriately to whatever may happen.  Some characters may not like you 

eavesdropping on their conversations whilst others may try to mislead you and some may ignore you 

completely!  Above all, remember, no murder has been committed yet.       
 

At the host’s discretion, they will call for the victim to drop dead.  You will then be called together and 

informed that a murder has taken place.  You will be given details of who, when, where and how.  It is then 

your job to work out who did it and why.  The guest who was playing the victim will now return as a police 

detective to help solve the case.  To add a bit more fun to the night, everyone will also have a secret task to 

carry out, which is detailed later in the character packs.  These tasks are not essential to solving the murder 

but they can and probably will confuse others and will add extra fun to the party. 
 

After the revelation of the murder, you will mingle for a second time.  Again, it is important that you use the 

entire venue so that you are not all in one room.  This time you can ask questions of each other relating to the 

murder.  If you are asked a question and know the answer from your own characters secret information, you 

must reveal it.  If you know the answer from what someone else has told you, then it is your choice as to 

whether you want to reveal the answer or not.  You need to consider your characters personality, how well 

you get on with the person asking the question and anything you may want from them in return.  You cannot 

lie unless it says so in your characters personality profile, however you do not have to tell people the whole 

truth unless they specifically ask!  You should make others work hard for the information, after all, you can 

guarantee that they are doing the same to you!  If your character personality allows, feel free to get into 

arguments and start shouting with other guests during this time.  Arguments are recommended as it adds 

more realism to the game.  Remember, always stick to your personality profile and don’t do anything out of 

character!   
 

After a while the host will call everyone together and reveal more information surrounding the murder.  They 

will also ask everyone to call out the name of who they think the murderer is but not to give a reason.  If you 

wish, you can make a false accusation to throw others of the scent.  You may not want to give too much away 

just yet!  Going by your characters personality, if you are accused, you may get angry, happy, sad, etc. You 

also need to be careful as other guests may end up being very uncooperative if you accuse them of murder!  

After that, mingling again takes place for a while longer and more questions can be asked.  
 

When the host feels like the evening is starting to come to an end, they will call everyone together for the last 

time.  They will hand out suspect sheets on which everyone writes who they think is the murderer and why.  

While these are being collected in, the host will ask everyone to stand up in turn and read out their secret task 

and how they got on with it.  The host will then ask everyone to stand up again and make their accusations.  

At this point, remember to stay in character and act shocked, surprised or angry, etc. if your name is read out.  

The host will now reveal what conclusion the Police came to and ask the Murderer to reveal themselves!  To 

end the game, the host will give a confession to the murderer to read out. 



 

Bumped Off At The Barbeque! 
 
 

Introduction 
 

After months of cold, wet, doom and gloom, summer had finally arrived. On one particularly hot afternoon, 

Barbara Queue, a highly respected local lady, decided to host a barbeque for her friends, family and 

neighbour’s. The afternoon seemed to be going very well with everyone eating, drinking and getting along. As 

the dark shroud of the evening drew in though, tragedy struck and a body was found at Barbara's house. 

While the police were going about their business, the guests all set about trying to solve the murder to 

exonerate their names, but what other sinister motives were going on underneath the surface? What secrets 

were people hiding, who would resort to murder to keep those secrets hidden and who was the unfortunate 

sole who had burnt their last sausage? Just like the traditional English Summer time, things are about to get 

very stormy! Can you work out who was responsible for the Summer Slaying or will you be the one who is 

Bumped off at the Barbeque! 

 

Hints & Tips 
 

 Clues are everywhere, do not overlook anything and take nothing for granted. 

 

 Not all secrets will lead to the murders identity, but some secrets can be important for blackmail 

purposes or exchanging with other guests. 

 

 Make plenty of notes or else you may forget what you heard at the beginning of the party. 

 

 Everyone knows something but you may need to find ways of making them talk 

 

 Anything goes, friendship, bribery, blackmail, threats, deceit and even violence (pretend violence only 

please!) 

 

 If you withhold to much information, others may not give you any of theirs either 

 

 You may want to try teaming up with another guest to solve the murder as long as you can trust them!   

 

 Remember that the murder is only one of the tasks for you to do, you will also have a secret task to 

complete  

 

 Above all, remain in character at all times and enjoy yourself! 
 

 

 

Your Character Is – Sky Blue  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR SECRET NUMBER IS – 7 – DO NOT REVEAL THIS TO ANYONE!!! 

 

When asked by the host, please read out your character introduction below. 

 

Hi everyone, my name is Sky Blue.  I am 21 years old and I have been dating the wonderfully sexy Paul 

Queue over there for the past three years.  We have recently moved in together and are very happy.  I would 

like to thank Barbara for inviting me today and always making me feel welcome whenever I come around.  



SKY’S SECRETS 
 

The following is for your eyes only.  Do not reveal it unless asked in the Question and Answer round. 
 

Sky has been dating Paul Queue for about three years now and they have recently moved into a small flat 

together.  She started going out with him just weeks before Paul’s father died in a car accident and although 

she wanted to end the relationship after a few months, she felt that she couldn’t break up with him so soon 

after his father had passed away.  She was planning on staying with Paul until he had learned to cope with his 

loss, at least that was until Paul received a very large sum of money from his father’s Will.  Paul didn’t care 

too much for the money, he wanted to be independent, but that didn’t stop him using it to buy Sky a lot of 

expensive gifts.  This gave Sky a very devious idea and she started hassling Paul about getting married and 

having children.  She hoped that they would be able to get married and then a few years later, she could 

divorce him and get half his money in a divorce settlement, just like all those rich celebrities on the television.   
 

Paul has always been against the idea of marriage so her patience is beginning to run thin, especially since she 

has found a new man in her life.  She has recently been having an affair with Paul’s old neighbour, Sonny Day.  

They have known each other for about six months and it was love at first sight.  Sky and Sonny have been 

planning on eloping together.  They are deeply in love and want to be together but don’t want to hurt Paul in 

the process.  Sky and Sonny do not know what to do next, but they do know that they cannot carry on the 

charade of only being friends for much longer.   
 

Paul’s best friend Luke Warm recently told Sky that he knew about her affair after seeing her and Sonny 

together in Sonny’s bedroom.  Sky knows that Luke is short of cash and has promised to pay him a lot of 

money if he keeps his mouth shut.  She has no intention of keeping this promise.   
 

Sky isn’t really one to be trusted, when she sees an opportunity to help herself, she goes for it, no matter who 

she hurts.  Just such an opportunity presented itself recently.  Paul had taken a lot of his fathers possessions 

with him when he moved in with Sky and amongst these were his father's old diaries.  Paul had never read 

them, he just kept them for sentimental value but Sky, being the nosey person she is, went through every 

book where she found some startling discoveries about Paul’s step mum, Barbara.  Apparently, when Barbara 

was younger, she used to be a real wild girl and was addicted to drink, drugs and solvents.  She was disowned 

by her parents, spent several years in jail and rehab and then at 29, she became a single mum and had her 

new born baby taken away by social services who deemed her unfit to be a parent.  I was only after that time 

that Barbara turned her life around, moved halfway across the country and became the respected and likable 

woman she is today.  Knowing how much Barbara values her highly respected status in the community, Sky 

has been anonymously blackmailing her for a large amount of money, otherwise she will reveal Barbara’s past 

to everyone.  Sky is hoping to frame Paul’s best friend Luke for the blackmail as she knows that Luke has been 

having a lot of financial difficulties lately. 
 

YOUR CHARACTERS PERSONALITY 
 

The following is a guide to how your character should act on the night.  Do not read this out to others. 
 

 Usually a nice girl but can be very devious and sneaky when she wants something 

 Friendly to all but especially to Barbara so she does not suspect her as the blackmailer 

 Loves chatting about herself, her life and her ambitions to anyone who will listen 

 Cannot really be trusted and will betray anyone to get what she wants.  She is very nosey 

 

You have a very complex personality as although you are a nice girl who worries about others, you also have 

no hesitation about hurting others feelings or betraying their trust if it serves your purpose.  You tend to talk 

much more than you listen and will often interrupt and talk over people.  Remember, you are supposed to be 

in love with Paul but are really more interested in Sonny and are having an affair with him.  If anyone accuses 

you of murder, you get quite annoyed and keep on talking to try and defend yourself. 
 

YOUR COSTUME SUGESTIONS –  
 

Casual but sexy summer outfit designed to attract the attention of both Paul and Sonny. 
 

YOUR SECRET TASK 
 

As well as discovering the identity of the murderer, you all have a secret task to complete. These tasks are not 

compulsory and will not help identify the murderer but they will add a bit more fun to the party.  You must not 

reveal your secret task to the other guests until the end of the night when asked to by the host.  It is up to 

you how you go about completing the task but you should work to your characters personality. 
 

Your Secret Task for tonight is – Trying to make as much money as you can 
 

You can choose any method you like, whether this is bribery, blackmail, asking Paul for money or trying to sell 

something to the other guests.  The more money you end up with, the better you do.   



CONVERSATION STARTERS –  
 

When mingling at the beginning of the night, talk to various people and start up conversations based on the 

statements below.  You must elaborate on the statements as you feel appropriate for your character.  All 

conversation starters must be read in front of at least two other people.  Remember that as well as talking, 

you must listen.  Eavesdropping is definitely permitted and you can ask people what conversations they have 

heard from other guests.  You can repeat conversation starters any number of times that you wish, so once 

you have read out all of yours, you can still go and mingle with other guests.  Mingling is about getting to 

know the other characters and finding out key information that you can use in later rounds.       
 

1. From what I hear, Rose is all set to be the next top fashion designer!  She is doing extremely well in 

her Fashion degree at University and regularly designs and makes her own outfits.  She must be pretty 

dedicated to her future career, after all, she moved here from about 100 miles away just to get on this 

fashion course at this University.  Would you ever travel that far just to go to school?   
 

2. I really don’t trust Luke.  Although he and Paul have known each other for a long time, they only really 

became good friends after Paul’s father died.  Of course this coincided with Paul inheriting a large 

amount of money from his dad’s will.  Everyone knows that Luke has financial problems so it’s obvious 

to me that Luke is only friends with Paul for his money.   
 

3. I know that Paul is still pretty upset over his father’s death, even though it happened over three years 

ago.  I guess he feels a bit guilty for not spending more quality time with his dad when he had the 

chance.  Paul brought a lot of his dad’s old diaries and documents with him when he moved in with me, 

but he has been too upset to even unpack them yet.  Don’t you think he should be coming to terms 

with it by now?   
 

4. Apparently, it was Holly who convinced Paul to move in with me.  We had been talking about it for a 

while but Paul always seemed reluctant.  Typical man!  I don’t know what Holly said to him but she 

must have been very persuasive as we were soon packing our bags!  Remind me to thank her later, 

she has made me very happy.   
 

5. Luke and Sandy seem to be getting on well these days.  They are just friends though, after all Luke is 

not stupid enough to try and steal Walter’s fiancé, but they are spending a lot of time together 

recently.  I have seen them out shopping several times and even out at the pub together.  I just hope 

Walter knows that it is an innocent friendship, he can be rather hot headed at times.   
 

6. I am not the most patient of people and I don’t have time for these people who are jealous of my 

success.  Just because I am with Paul who has inherited quite a bit of money, there are some who think 

of me as nothing more than a gold digger.  If that were true, why was I dating Paul before he came 

into the money?  Besides, I have given up a lot in the last three years to support Paul, the money is 

just my reward.  Don’t you agree? 
 

QUESTION AND ANSWER ROUNDS 
 

After being told of the murder by the host, you will mingle again.  It is now up to you to approach the other 

guests who you suspect may know something and try to coax the information from them.  Remember to stick 

to your characters personality at all times.  As a devious, untrustworthy young lady, you will do whatever it 

takes to get answers.  You may want to try the nice approach, be demanding, aggressive or even flirtatious.  

You must be careful how you word your questions as some guests may not like being questioned over a 

murder!  You should also take care not to alert others to your prime suspect by your line of questioning.  It 

may be fun to throw in a few “red herring” questions to put others off the scent.  When asked an appropriate 

question, guests must reveal any information that appears in their characters “secrets” paragraph, but it is 

their choice as to whether they reveal any other information that they have discovered during their own 

investigations.  If you suspect that someone knows something and is not telling, you can try and bribe or 

blackmail them for the answer.  If it involves any of the young men, you may even want to try flirting with 

them.  If someone asks you a question and you are forced to answer, you can similarly bribe or blackmail 

them to keep the answer secret.  So if Barbara were to ask you if you were being unfaithful to Paul, you must 

tell her the truth but then you may try bribing her so that she doesn’t tell your secret to anyone else.  

Remember that not everyone can be trusted though!  If you are asked a question that does not appear in your 

characters “secrets” paragraph, you are free to make up any response you like, as long as it does not 

contradict any of your other statements. During this round, remember who your friends are as you will want to 

help them but hinder those who have been unkind to you!  The only question you are allowed to lie to will be – 

Are you the murderer.  If you are asked where you were during the night, you must admit that you were out 

in the garden for most of the day and then retired to the patio and conservatory just after 9.30pm.  You can 

also admit seeing Sonny by the pond just before 9pm and Luke in the same area just after 9pm and you also 

spoke to Sandy in the Summer House at 9.30pm about her baby.  If you are not the murderer, you can admit 

seeing Sonny in the dining room at about 9.40pm.   



 


